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Week 1 Discussion 2 Criterion and Norm-Referenced Evaluations
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliations


Criterion and Norm Referenced Evaluations
Criterion-referenced tests analyze the proficiency of the test-taker in a certain domain (Thorndike, & Thorndike-Christ, 2009). On the other hand, norm-referenced tests compare the performance of a test-taker relative to a certain reference group (Thorndike, & Thorndike-Christ, 2009). As such, while criterion-referenced tests evaluate whether a test taker meets a certain level of proficiency, norm-referenced tests focus on whether s test-taker meets the performance standard of the reference group (Thorndike, & Thorndike-Christ, 2009). Additionally, a norm-referenced achievement test will represent a very carefully defined domain, but the domain is generally more diverse than that of a criterion-referenced test, and it has only a small number of items covering a given topic or instructional objective (Thorndike, & Thorndike-Christ, 2009). The criterion-referenced achievement test will represent a narrowly and precisely defined domain and will therefore cover its referent content more thoroughly than will a norm-referenced test of the same length (Thorndike, & Thorndike-Christ, 2009). Driving tests are an example of criterion-referenced test, while SATs are an example of norm-referenced tests. Nonetheless, both types of tests require a certain standard which the test-taker is expected to meet. Additionally, both tests should demonstrate measure reliability and validity (Thorndike & Thorndike-Christ, 2009). Criterion and norm-referenced test interpretations would be similar if the aim is to compare a test-taker’s results to another set of results, but would be different if ranking is required (Thorndike, & Thorndike-Christ, 2009).
Age norms describe the average performance of test takers who are in different age groups (Thorndike, & Thorndike-Christ, 2009). As such, age norms compare the test subject’s raw score to those of others within the same age group, thereby explaining the age distribution of the raw scores (Thorndike, & Thorndike-Christ, 2009). However, grade norms describe the average performance of different test takers in a specific grade. Accordingly, grade norms explain the raw score in terms of curriculum exposure and analyze the grade distribution of test scores. Standard scores, on the other hand, show how far the raw score is below and above average (Majid, 2015). Since standard scores are based on the mean and standard deviation, they are useful in analyzing the distribution of scores on either side of the mean (Majid, 2015). Standard scores may be preferred over age or grade norms since they more accurately reflect a test-taker’s capabilities since they depend on the mean at a certain age level and the distribution of scores (Pearson, 2021).
Furthermore, standard scores are advantageous since they can be arithmetically contrasted and manipulated, which is not the case for age or grade norms which are not ratios or interval scales of measurement (Pearson, 2021). Standard scores are also widely applicable and have favorable statistical features (Majid, 2015). However, standard scores can be difficult to explain to laypeople, and one must know the mean and standard deviation of the initial tests (Majid, 2015). Age norms also have various strengths, such as the fact that they can be compared with other age-based tests (Pearson, 2020). Also, age norms assist in portraying the abilities of test takers who are young or old for certain grades (Pearson, 2020). However, age norms cannot be arithmetically compared, and they do not distinguish test-takers with varying amounts of curriculum exposure (Pearson, 2020). Similarly, grade norms cannot be arithmetically compared. Moreover, grade norms less accurately portray test-takers who have abnormal educational histories or are too young or too old for certain grades (Pearson, 2020). Nonetheless, the main strength of grade norms is their accuracy in portraying curriculum exposure for each grade of students (Pearson, 2020).
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